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Tenure of Forest Land.—Corporations and private individuals own 9 p.c. of the pro­
ductive forest land of Canada and 91 p.c. is in the possession of the Crown in the right 
of the federal or the provincial governments. Rights to cut Crown timber under lease or 
licence have been granted on 23 p.c. of the productive forest land; the remainder comprises 
unalienated productive forest areas and federal lands such as Indian reserves, military 
reserves, etc. 

Woodlots on the 480,903 farms (1961) across the country comprise about 3 p.c. of the 
total productive forest. These small wooded tracts, ranging in size from three or four acres 
to 200 or more acres, are among the most accessible forests in Canada. Also, the woodlots 
of Eastern Canada are, in general, highly productive because they lie in the southern part 
of the country and frequently occupy soils that are considerably higher in quality than 
those typical of the northern forests. 

3.—Tenure of Occupied Productive Forest Land, by Province 
(Net area in sq. miles) 
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Canada 214,031 3,983 218,010' 4,2582 25,274 64,330 89,613 311,881 214,031 3,983 218,010' 4,2582 25,274 64,330 89,613 

i Includes 16 sq. miles of "other" provincial Crown land. = Of this total, 320 sq. miles are under lease or 
licence—293 sq. miles in Alberta, the 25 sq. miles in the Yukon Territory, and the 2 sq. miles in the Northwest 
Territories. 

Canada's Forest Trees.*—There are more than 150 tree species in Canada, of which 
31 are conifers or 'softwoods' About two thirds of these softwoods and one tenth of the 
large number of the deciduous or 'hardwood' species are of commercial value. 

The spruces are the most important forest trees in Canada. Although red spruce is 
found only in Eastern Canada, and Sitka and Engelmann only in the far west, black spruce 
and white spruce are found from the Atlantic almost to the Pacific, and northward to 
Alaska. About one third of Canada's timber volume is spruce. The wood is used for 
pulpwood, lumber and plywood. 

• Prepared by John W. Ker, Professor of Forestry, University of New Brunswick; reproduced courtesy Timberj 
jack Machines Limited. The dominant species existing in each forest region are given ° ° P P ^ 0 W 1 0 and detail 
information is contained in Department of Forestry and Rural Development Bulletin No. 61, Native Trees of C anaaa. 


